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Jillian Darefsky Appointed School Director 
in National Search Process 

 
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND, March 15, 2006 – 

The Siena School announced today that it had 

appointed Jillian Darefsky as its first School Director.  

The appointment culminated a national search process 

including distinguished school leaders from around the 

country. 

“I am very proud to announce Ms. Darefsky’s selection as the first School Director of 

The Siena School,” said Erik Heyer, Siena’s founder and executive director.  “She has an 

exceptional track record as an educator and administrator serving students with language-based 

learning differences.  Her reputation among parents and staff she has worked with is simply 

outstanding.” 

Ms. Darefsky has held a variety of teaching and leadership roles, and has worked 

extensively with students with language-based learning differences.  In her prior experience, she 

has designed and implemented highly regarded curricula and instructional models while also 

supervising school faculty, operations and administration. 

“Siena’s journey is just beginning and I am extremely honored to have been asked to lead 

such a dedicated staff,” said Ms. Darefsky.  “Siena’s mission is one that will touch the lives of 

many. The opportunities afforded our students are created through a program in which every 

child is given the chance to realize his/her own unique abilities, and to build a lifelong love of 

learning.” 

 “Ms. Darefsky was clearly the best person for the job, given her educational experience 

and entrepreneurial leadership,” added Mr. Heyer.  “I am confident she will develop and lead an 

outstanding program for students at Siena.” 
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About Jillian Darefsky 

Jillian Darefsky is an experienced educator and school leader, having previously served 

as a founding school coordinator.  In this role, Ms. Darefsky oversaw all day-to-day school 

operations and administration. She has implemented highly regarded curriculum and 

instructional models, with a focus on language-based learning disabilities. Ms. Darefsky has 

special expertise in the use of assistive learning technology. She is a member of the National 

Association of Special Education Teachers and the International Dyslexia Association. Ms. 

Darefsky earned a B.A., with honors, in English Literature with Psychology from the University 

of Surrey, a Diploma in Specific Learning Difficulties/Dyslexia from Hornsby International 

Dyslexia Centre and a Postgraduate Certificate in Education from Canterbury Christ Church 

University College.  She is completing a Masters in Specific Learning Difficulties at Middlesex 

University. 

 

About The Siena School 

The Siena School is an outstanding new private school in Silver Spring, MD serving 

bright, college-bound students with language-based learning needs, such as dyslexia.  Siena’s 

staff and board of advisors include distinguished national, State and local education leaders and 

professionals.  The school is opening September 2006 to serve students in grades 5 – 9, and will 

grow to serve grades 5 – 12 by 2009.  Siena’s program is designed for students with mild to 

moderate learning needs who are experiencing a discrepancy between their academic 

achievement and intellectual abilities in one or more areas such as reading, writing, oral 

expression or math.  Siena delivers a highly unique and individualized educational program 

featuring small class sizes, research-based instructional methodologies, a highly trained staff and 

an educational environment uniquely designed to meet the needs of our students.  For further 

information, The Siena School can be contacted at (301) 592-0567 or on the web at 

www.thesienaschool.org.    ###�


